
Form and Analysis  
Day 18 

Small forms day 1 

But first: 


1) mid-term review

2) Collect Project 3



two-part, three-part >> standard terminology 

applies to either 2- or 3-part: 

continuous vs. sectional:  

 complete harmonic movement of part 1: sectional 
(movement is “closed") 

 incomplete harmonic movement ends part 1: 
continuous (section is “open”) 

components of parts can be:  
• single phrases 
• 2 or more phrases 
• periodic or not 

binary: divides into two parts 



simple binary: AB or A A’ →  
• clear division into parts based on cadential strength 
• design shows continued growth 
• no substantial recall of material 

AB or AA' is continuous version 
A-B or A-A' is sectional version 



 rounded binary:    
• clear division into parts based on cadential strength 
• some recall of A material, typically not complete        

(more common:   ||: A :||: B part of A :||) 

 Green’s design reflects harmonic movement:  
 AB || A'  is continuous version  
  (note symbol for interruption) 
 A-BA is sectional version 





bar form: repeat of part one, no repeat of part 2 → A-A-B 
(sectional binary really) 

balanced binary: simple binary, with more extensive 
recall of material at cadence → AA' 



standard design diagram:    ||: A :||: B A :||  

features one or both of the following:  
• complete recall of A 
• substantial contrast of content in part two 

ternary: divides into three parts 



sectional ternary: double harmonic movement → A-BA 

full sectional ternary: triple harmonic movement → A-B-A 

Full sectional ternary:  three parts, each with a complete 
harmonic movement; typically strong contrast in 
content as well 

Each part will begin in a key, and end in the same key 




